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Persons Vrho Uke to dabble In the
water and figure out profits on
paper might try their mathematics
on muskrals and
terrapin. "Sealskin coats are now
made' out of the pelts ot muskrata Ter-
rapin, six Inches across the shell,' are
belngisold for $75 a dozen'. Both animals
are romantic In
Indeed, it might be practicable to raise
them In; the. same pond, with lilies as a
side line and catfish as a paying inci-

dent of the enterprise.
Visionary as muskrats may sound as

a business,! proposition not to mention
terrapin, and tbey can be argued equally
as well the suggestion Is not without
sensible appeal when the facts are
known. A ship came down from 'Alaska
the other day carrying a cargo ef 3,764

sealskins. That one cargo contained all
the Alaskan skins that the dealers and

of the world will handle
during the season of .1912-1- J

Seal coats of full length have risen to
such a. price. that none'. save. millionaires
ought to purchase them. Mpskrat
coats, which look like seal, are now be-

ing specialized by all fashionable fur-
riers. Pelts of this once humble and
neglected quadruped have Jumped' from
E cents to JLSO apiece, liaising mumrais.
therefore, .should,j become . a serious mat-- i

ter. They live in or alone the banks
!i? " along about Christmas time this

uv nufiui i ni "" .., t'uB"'a. .
In the meanwhile Alaskan seal win

soar In price and after this season will
almost disappear from British and
American markets, not to reappear until
the winter of 1317. Congress, to Increase
the fast vanishing herd, has stopped all
killing for a period of Are years. Only
the skins of such animals as are slaugh-
tered by the natives for food will be
brought out of the country and sold..
George "Meade Bowers. Commissioner ot
Fish and Fisheries. Is the chief police-
man standing guard over the herd. I
had asked him to talk of fish, turtles

Whales, seallons and seals
Rave art" adventurous turn to the story
he told.

irlm a Mile a Minute.
"I have Just received some figures

from the North." he said. "Last year
there were 33,400 breeding female seals
at the rookeries on Prlbllof Islands.
This year the number was increased to
S1.9S4. Japan. Canada, and the United
States entered Into a treaty agreement
to stop pelagic sealing in Alaskan
waters. The treaty went Into effect last
J ear. As a result, there are twice as
many female seals as there were In the
season of 1311.

"The seals come In from the ocean dur
Ing the summer. After the birth of her
pup, the mother slips back Into the
water and swims YofT. in search of food.
She may go a long distance, being a
strong and speedy swimmer. It Is said
that a seal can travel at the rate ot
thirty miles an hour and Is the fastest
creature that lives In the water. From
what I know of them. I should say that
they can antra a mile a minute. Hereto-
fore It has been the practice of Japa-
nese and Canadian poachers to kill the
seals as they approached the breeding
grounds and to cruise about for the
mothers when they left the rookeries to
hunt for fish

"If a seal Is shot and instantly killed,
the body sinks and Is usu-
ally lost. So the number of seals ob-

tained by the poachers Invariably fell
far below the number actually destroy ed.
When the mother fails to return, the
pup starves to death. Some seasons as

aj dead pups have on the Atlantic
found at the rookeries, which showed.

that an equal number of
mothers were killed by the pelagic seal-
ers. This year, however, only 1,060 pups
died on the Islands.

"The sales of Alaskan sealskins In the
London .market Is still another way of
telling how many animals have been
unlawful!) slaughtered. All skins go to
London to be dyed Last year 30,000
skins were sold there 18.000 by pelagic
sealers and 12.000 by the United States
government. The were taken on
the Islands; the 1S.OO0 were taken from
seals killed at sea by poachers, and !

thousands more seals, no doubt, sank
and were lost. ,

"Up to this season it was our practice
only to kill the surplus of male seals. The

With the full that he
was speaking of a thing which Uvea and
breathes and which even "palpitates'
sometimes as the ogre-Uk- e teeth of man
sink Into It, an oyster dealer yesterday
opined that It was "up to" the lowly
oyster to solve the
problem; or at least help much In the
solution.

Hard on the oyster lit was.
said the man: much harder than on the
venerable cow, which may jnake Its' ap-
pearance on the tabte in the form of
beef; on the porker. which might be-
come. mere pork; on the calf, converted
into veal, or tne aneep become mutton.
To be sure, each and all of these citi
zens of the animal creation might. If
assempled In due form
to air their grievances against man, com-
plain that the lord of the earth was "a
beast." that he lived merely to devour
them, that he talked about a steak or
a chop with all the savagery with which
the giant In "Tom Thumb" bellowed
about "smelling the blood of an

But when all was said and done,
the oyster had It on all .of them, for the
oyster was and la eaten whole swallow-
ed the throat of man while he still
"throbs with life.

And sometimes. Indeed, most of the
time, this dealer In oysters admitted, he
was bathed In vinegar or salt and pep-
per, or hot butter and stuck through
and through with a fork before he was
eaten. Yes. Dr. .riarvey W. Wiley was
undoubtedly right when he said that an
oyster suffered much from man

'
So

More Than In Years.
It seemed rathe, hard that Just be-

cause the bivalve had multiplied In un-
usual quantities this year. Just because
more are to be brought Into
in the season recently opened than dur-
ing any season In the last three or four
years, man should turn his ravenous
appetite upon thla lowly creature.

But when oysters are aalllns at from'
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and Terrapin.
new law of Congress, however, stops
even the killing of the unnecessary bulls,
which, as I see the matter. Is an error of
judgment. Hale reals are fierce fighters.
snd often slay one another, and In then--
wars are likely to kill the female, which
they woo and literally drag Into their
battles. They are strange animals in
some respects. Usually they reach the
rookeries ahead ot the main herd. After
each, has found a place on the rocks he
patiently watches the sea until the cows
appear, Then follow the battles I spoke
about. v

"A strong old bull will surround himself
with a doxen wives. While they are
away for food he guards his family
of jups. Head up. he passes the summer,
always alert and pugnacious, but never
eating a bite. When the pups are large
enough to swim and shift for themselves
the herd plunges Into the sea and is off
again for another year. The bulls, I
should say, hardly plunge, but feebly drop
In and float""away. Wounds cover their
bodies, and during their long fast they
have dwindled down to nothing but skin
and bones
."As I said, we sola 12.000 skins last year.

$40 being the average price received. The
best skins, taken from animals three
years old,-- will bring 240 shillings, or W.
in the London market. From four to
eight skins are required, for a coat. A
tall heavy woman will need eight; a thin.
short woman will need only four. Let us

, udv.. -. . .. ... ." ... -

year. Eight skins at S60 would cost nso,
and the curing and dyeing 132. The
American tariff on the skins would
amount to about I7S. Making, lining, &c
we shall estimate at $100. Total first cost
of the coat. J6S7. The price to the ulti-
mate wearer or her husband or her
father is another matter. Maybe it will
be J1.200. At some stores It will be XWO0.

ThouKht lie Had n Bargain.
"A man tore Into ray office not long

ago, saying that he could buy a dandy
seal coat, reaching th bottom of his1

wife's dress, for 1300. He wanted my
opinion before he wrote his check. 'That
Is a pretty good specimen of muskrat.' I
said to the clerk. He replied that It was.
though It was known to the trade, he
said, as Hudson seal. Muskrat skin Is
all 'right and is largely used In this
country. A million pelts are obtained on
the Eastern shore of "Maryland every
year. It requires 100 for a long coat.
I don't know of any regular muskrat
farms, but as the animals thrive wher-
ever there are water and vegetation. I
should think they would pay If one went
Into the business In the right way."

"What do you know about frog
farms?" I asked. '

"Nothing at all but there ought to be
money In frogs and I am sure there
would be in diamond-backe- d terrapin,
which .can be raised anywhere between
Long Island and the Gulf of Mexico. I
sent some to our hatchery and biologi
cal laboratory at Beaufort, N. C, several
years ago We have 800 now and Kave
proved our case. They can be raised,
that I know, but they should be given
protection and their eggs ought to be
watched. Terrapin deposit their eggs
along the edges of the ponds on streams
In which they live and crows and other
birds, sitting on limbs waiting the event,
pounce down and eat them up. At HS a
dozen, terrapin seem like a good propo-
sition to me."

The theory on which the Bureau of
Fisheries was established looked toward
the supplying of the people with a cheap
kind of food. It Is said that the ulti-
mate consumer Is now paying tl20.000.000

year for fish. The greatest fishing

and Gloucester. Their fleets contain 433

vessels and cany 6.000 men. The Bu
reau of Fisheries spends JS00.COO yearly In

and planting fish In the two
oceans and In the lakes, rivers and ponds
of the country.

If any man owns a pond, he can have
it stocked with fish free of.cost to him-
self, provided his application Is Indorsed
by h's or a Senator In
Congress A messenger will bring him
the fish In a ten-gall- can, and no
charge will be made for freightage or
service of any kind. The whole pro- -
ceedlng Is paternal on the part of the
gov ernment socialistic, one might loose-
ly say.

Six railroad cars, four sea-goi- steam
and sail vessels, twenty steam launches.

90 cents to JLM a gallon, when half a
gallon of oysters will give a family of
six a good dinner and steak Is selling
up around 30 cents a pound .and a pound
won't feed three and leave them with a
feeling of satisfaction well. It looks like
the oyster has his part cut out for him.
Although It may be a funeral dirge
which heralds his appearance on the
family dinner table. Instead of a tri-
umphal march, he Is cast to play a
leading part In gastronomic perform'
ances this winter.

Oyatens Are Plentiful.
"Oysters are going to be more plenti

ful this year than they have been for
three or four years," said this man.
"The reports from the beds in the Chesa
peake Bay say so.

"They are fat. too One. Juicy thlnrs.'
(And he smacked his lips,
nis ogre role ) ,

"What's the oyster?" he was
asked.

"That's the small, stewnlg size. The
oyster that sells for JLBO a gallon Is
used for frying, where the fry Is served
at Its best. The York Blver oyster,
particularly prized for -- sells
for about this. Then there are all sorts
of grades "In between. Cheaper than
they have been? No. that's about the
price for which they have been selling
for several years. They undoubtedly
make a cheaper food than meat'

He called attention to the fact thatstews and fritters fine, browned, tasty
things those fritters, good
on a cold winter day when a man comes
home from hard work In the operand
wants something "filling" could be
made 'with the "liquor" utilized.ua you ever." ne was asked, "feel
any twinge of conscience over making
living, palpitating" things a matter ofbarter and sale? Do you ever feel nv
shrinking from commercializing the
deaths of the creatures, selling them to
be tortured In vinegar and pepper andsalt, stuck through with fork and de- -
vourear

"Never," he answered.

many 14,000 beenTPorts coast are Boston

12.000

Big Oyster Crop Expected to
Reduce High Cost of Living

"Living, Palpitating" Bivalves Cheaper Than Meat
and "Ogre-like- " Man Expected to Take Advan-

tage of Solution of Mooted Question.
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OEOBQE M. BOWERS.

and 150 small sail, power, and rowboats
are part of the equipment of IM bureau.
There are fifty-fiv- e hatcheries and

scattered throughout the
country. Twenty-seve- n States have
hatcheries of their own. and the bureau
supplies them with eggs and fry on de
mand, and helps them In other ways.
Eggs also have been given to foreign
countries. American brook trout are to
be found In the streams of Argentina.
Brook trout, rainbow trout, and black
bass can be caught with a hook and line
in many parts of Europe. Salmon have
been sent to Nest Zealand. Japanese
fishermen are flndiag American trout In
some of their own lakes.

The United States, it should be known,
is doing more with fish than are 1! th
rest of the countries In the world com-
bined. An abundant supply of fish has
some controlling effect on the price of
meat. Beef, mutton, and pork would be
dearer still but for their competition
with fish. So the people are benefited,
and men who live by fishing cast their
nets in full waters and are glad. Nor
has the government lost money with Its
Investments In fisheries. Alaska cost
17,200,000. So far. Its salmon and Its seals
have put the sum of J160.C00.000 Into the
Treasury at Washington. The salmon
packers pay a license tax of about 30,000

a year.
How to Beat Ike Meat Trast

"We planted S.CS7 millions of eggs and
fry during the fiscal year ending June
30, 1312," Commissioner Bowers told jne.
"The work, set forth In cold flgurtlT Is
rather Imposing but It should be In
creased. I would have a marine hat
chery every one hundred miles from
New England to Texas for the props
gation of all kinds of food-fis- h that live
In the Atlantic Ocean. The American
people need more meat prices all over
the country are proof that the state-
ment Is true and I would fill their rivers
and lakes and the two oceans with com'
merclal fishes, such as shad, whlteflsh.
trout. Pacific salmons, perch, cod, flat-
fish and lobsters. Then I would Increase
the distribution of game fish to Inland
waters such fish as landlocked salmon.
grayling, basses, crapples, sunfish, cat
fish and the different species of trout.
As It Js, we had 8,34 applications for
fish during the past twelve months to
be placed In rivers and lakes and In
private ponds and preserves.

"Years ago there were free grazing
lands In the West for cattle and sheep,
and beef and mutton were cheap. We do
not realize that the oceans, the lakes,
and the rivers are free feeding places for
fish. The eggs'- - and fry. which we can
now produce for tl22 a 1.000.000. as against
116S a 1.000.000 fifteen years ago. are placed
In the water. The crop thus sown. If I
may state It that way, requires no fur-
ther 'attention. It grows without expense
and In due time Is harvested. We have
not only reduced the cost of getting eggs
and fry.' hut we are planting seven
nsn wnere we formerly planted one. but
even so, we should plant a great many
more, so that wherever there Is water
the people nejrrby shall have a sure and
cheap supply of food."

Mai Ins: Flik In the Ocean.
"But can't the ocean fish." I said,

"propagate themselves without the help
ot man?"

"Yes. If man didn't catch them and if
enemies of their own kind were to let
them alone. We planted 95.000.000 had
dock, 237,000000 cod; 290,030,000 pollock, and
lfS.000.900 flatfish last ear In the Atlantic
Ocean. Men who. make a business of
fishing for cod will say that it we have
rot saved the Industry from destruction.
wo have at1 least kept It up to a profit-
able point. I am sure, too, that If the
salmon e Pacific are saved from ex-

tinction we should have the credit, i The
national government has taken measures
to con'crve this Immensely valuable fish,
planting U4.000.0CO last year, and has In-

fluenced the Pacific States to enact nec-
essary protective legislation. Some of the
streams In Alaska have been closed to
fishermen and salmon go unhindered In
such places to their spawning grounds.

"The salmon Is an interesting fish. It
is born In fresh or tidal water and then
ni.ds Its way Into the ocean. In four
years It returns to spawn. Having
spawned. It dies, and the male fish dies
at the same time Now. It is easy to
place traps, seines, and nets at the mouth
cf a -- river and catch almost every fish
that tries to get past. It Is so easy that-- )
It has been done. There are great can-
neries along the upper Pacific, and their
catch some seasons has been- simply enor-
mous. AH records were broken this year.
It Is believed, except one. About 110.000.-00- 0

worth of salmon are packed annually
In Alaska. We control matters' there,
and three government agents are on the
ground .from June until September to
learn how the fish-ar- e caught, canned,
and sold. r

The Ska Situation la Bad. .

"Moreover, we have attempted to pro-
tect the shad. Three thou
sand millions of young shad nave been
planted In costal streams; 175.000,000 were
planted last year. Shad, Uke salmon,
leave the oceans and swim up 'the rivers
to spawn. When tbey enter the streams
they are not ripe and-o- spawntakers
snust wait a certain length of time. After
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the eggs are artificially hatched, the
young fish are planted In the rivers along
the Atlantic Coast.

The methods of catching have been so
Improved that shad would soon become
practically extinct were It not for the
work and Influence of the national gov-
ernment. As It Is. the situation Is bad.
and the States should pass protective
laws before It Is too late. In some In-

stances the entrances of rivers are so
blocked with nets that It la Impossible
for the shad to get through. All are
taken, and none Is left to keep the specie
alive.

"The lobster, too, seemed to be on his
last legs when we stepped In and gave
him our help. He had become a pretty
scrace denizen cf the deep six or seven
years ago. It was then that I sent a
couple cf .smacks to New Brjmswlck and
New Fourldland and bought 12.000 females.
A female lobster's output Is 14,000 eggs a
year. We planted the young lobsters In
the waters of New England, and since
then the lobster supply has been fairly
good, although the fishermen still com-
plain that there are not enough during
certain months of the season. Thousands
of Americans spend the summer In Maine
and other States of that region. They
have money to spend and a lobster appe-
tite. Prices go up to 30 cents or more
a pound, consequently in June, July, and
August, but drop back to 10 cents a
pound in September. We of the bureau
are reasonably well satisfied with the
lobster situation, even If the men who
operate the pots are a little pessimistic"

"What Is being done to maintain the
supply of whlteflsh In the Great Lakes?"

"We planted 133.000.000 whlteflsh this
year as well as 331,(00,000 pike perch.

yellow perch, and 448.000,000 white
perch, and the Great Lakes needed them.
No fisheries In the world are worked so
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The talented daashterof Secretary af

thoroughly.. A sTeatlmaarcarsta. wsce
also pUnted In rivers.'- - We; oktasjsed'laxaa
numbers of buffalonsh.- - pike. -- pJcketeJ,
sunflsh rock basC crappls,yaiWI ,Maek
bias and distributed
thtan jn other
oitsarlBgn water; 'flows inland, forming
pools. wWch dry up eaHyjItftsAsrter.
Great quaatltles.t fisa;r carried Into
Wise, ponds and would'.perish-but'fo- r th
srork-w-e do fn catching thetnaod returti-lnaMhe- m

tothe;M!sstssippl'ari;!ts;tribllfc.
tarteiv Bit rtllroad;; cars are ,sometimes
sed'ln 'tranaportlDgth "MibT so." '-
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.. Transferring fish i from ithetr. native to
hew waters,' however.'VJsyrpart, of our
usual jiwness onaa-ir- y ieeo w. u
Sacramento River in .California ( and the
Cblumbia River, between lOreaon and
(Washington, grew up and prospered and
large, catches Are 'now. made1 tl?way
from Los Angeies to Aiassja.a;ainanc
ef 4,000 miles. Four, hundred-an- d .thirty-fiv-e

young- - strlpedtMM from ' New Jer-
sey were deposited in Ban Franeseo Bay
thirty t years ago-- . Striped., bass, often
a .laxury"-- the East; Is .a cheap and
common food the -- Pacific
eoast. Rainbow jstruot". and steelhead

, trout ware brotiPit across the Rocky
Mountains'-andeir'now-food- d In tnany
'streams of-th- e Middle' West;,. -- "

''"The most successful achievement of
all. In acclimatisation, however, was with
carp.'Bpeclmerisof which Jwere brought
here' from Gerrnany a, generation ago.
Germany obtained --.the fish. In , the I first
place from Asia. , I grant that 'anglers
give It a bad name, saying that.lt drives
away other fish and jo on, Tut com-
mercially. It has fcech'.a great success.

There's Bis; Money In Carp.
"Carp Is sold In all .cities and Jiun-dreds"- of

large" towns and supports. fish-

eries In fifteen, .States. wA fishery Mn Il-

linois sends carp to the New Yprk mar-
ket rln special, care Large carp ponds
afthe-west.en- d of.Lake Erie are doing
a flourishing business. ' Thousands of
farmers raise carp In ponds 'of their' own.
Besides, other fish, especially black' bass,
feed on carp, and s' food(for man
and cannibalistic creatures of its own
kind. Black 'bass, by he 'way. will eat
trout, and so we never plant both of
them In the same stream.

"What do you know about, whales "
I asked.
. "Several firms are making money In
the whale business, and whales, I think,
are as numerous as ever in some parts
of the world. I counted six of them off
the coast of Alaska, and saw one of
them and a sea Hon fight a long and
bloody battle. A sea Hon will weigh a
ton. and so the whale had his hands
full. I was going to say. The sea Hon
was killed finally, but he fought with
surprising Intelligence.

"Things which swim are smarter than
one thinks. Minnows know enough to
keep away from deep water and their
larger brethern who are greedy to swal
low them alive. Put any kind of fish
Into-- tank wltn a seal and he will In-
stantly look for a place to hide. A
lobster, realizing that he Is slow, will
back up .against a st6ne to prevent a
rear attack, and then do a neat turn at
boxing with his long, trap-lik- e claws.
Anglers for brook-trp- and black bass
w 111 testify that each Is up to snuff In
strategy, and has lots of pluck. But
here. I am rib zoologist, and besides,
I have talked "enough."

(CoprrWit. WZ. yj luan B. Metro )

KEHEMBEBS RIVALS IN WILL.

Ftom tba New Tcrk Times.
While engaged In the furnishing and

clothing business at Beaver Falls, Pa
in 1897. "William Nixon, who died In 1905
In the Adelaide Hospital. Dublin. Ireland,
found his keenest competitors among the
Jewish merchants, but there were the
kindliest of relations between them. The
friendship went so far that when Nixon
became financially Involved these com-
petitors came to the rescue of his en
terprise and enabled blm to recoup his
fortune.

Mindful of the aid he had thus re-

ceived. Nixon before his death made a
will leaving his entire estate, with the
exception of several bequests to intimate
friends and after the payment of his
debts and testamentary expenses, to the
"Zlon Society of the Suffering Jews of
Russia of New York City." After liti-
gation affecting the distribution of the
residuary estate, amounting to S1.324.S6.

the award was made recently by the
Pennsylvania courts to the Federation of
American Zionists, represented by Mau
rice L. Avner.

WILSON. '
Agrlcnltare 'Alison, veh la oraraalslag a

DAUGHTER OF SECRETARY SUPPORTS TAFT.
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JAPANESE CELEBRATING
.THEIR OWN HALLOWEEN

V
People of Nippon Have

,- -

The Japanese' at thla time of year have
a sort of Hallowe'en of their own. When
theauturnn leaves begin to drop off the
trees, the children are told'that witches
are throwing them down; and there Is one
particular night, not far from October
n,'"when a sort of Congress of demons

mbles and It Is Imprudent to ven
ture abroad lest mischief befall.

The srerst of all the Vwltcnes in me
Mikado's realm Is Hannyan. She Is a
kind of wltch-goddes- s, and Is supposed
to be .the of femin-
ine envy' and Jealousy. Sometlmes.vln
Japanese art, she appears holding In her
hand the head of a murdered Infant, and
grinning over the accomplishment of the
dreadful deed.

Hatred and treachery. In Japan, nna
their favorite symbol In the serpent,
which there assumes the character of a
first-cla- ss demon. Its silent and steal'hy
mode of getting about, coupled with the
nolaonous character of Its venom, may
perhaps Justify the choice of this reptile
as the, emblem of malice. But there are
In th countrr other trues of fiends and
goblins with which we are not acquainted.
For example, there are goblin cats, ana
even rats, which It Is most unsafe
to encounter after nightfall. As In our
own land, the supematured creatures of
Nippon do not venture anroao customar-
ily In the day time, the nocturnal hours
being more appropriate for the exercise
of their alarming activities.

Folk Lore Story.
One of the most similar stories (to

efldren In Japan) Is that of a d

Klhachi. who was employed as
acolyte In a temple. "Unfortunately, he
was. far from being a success In that
rapacity, his Inclination being to devote
practically all of his time to me araw-ln- g

of cats. It Is true that the cats'he
drew were wonderfully lifelike, but the
priests of the temple had engaged his
services for other purposes, and when he
drew pictures of cats not only upon his
own clothing, but even upon the prayer
rolls, they decided that there was
nothing to do but to dismiss him.

Finding himself thus thrown upon the
world, he started oft and wandered on
until he came across a deserted temple.
It was attended by neither priest nor
acolyte and everything in It was covered
with dust. Obeying mere habit, he dust
ed the altar and cleaned things up In
a general way: and then, the work be-

ing finished, he discovered that there
was a screen w 1th a big blank ("pace, on
which. Irresistibly tempted, he drew a
large number of cats.

When he had filled the screen with
cats he went to sleep on the floor. But
In the middle of the night he was
awakened by screams and yells Incon
ceivably alarming. For a while he lay
trembling, not daring to move, and after
a while all was still, and again he
slept.

After daybreak he awoke, and there
on the floor of the temple was the body
of a terrible rat a rat as big as a
cow! It was nothing more or less than
the corpse of a monster rat goblin. But
the boy saw something more wonderful
yet. The mouths of all the cats he had
drawn on the screen were covered with
blood. They had "come alive" in the
night and had eaten the demon rat!

Subsequent Inquiry proved that the
monster rat goblin had haunted the
temple for a long time past which was
his reason why It was deserted. Many
persons who visited the place had never
returned, and the presumption was that
they had been devoured.

As for the boy. Klhachl. he became a
great and successful artist especially-famou- s

for his cats, which (as everybody
who knows anything of art is aware)
are the most difficult of all animals to
draw In a life-li- manner.

An Eccentric Goblin.
There Is In Japan, by-- the way, a

rather eccentric kind of goblin which has
the head of an ape. the body of a turtle,
and the legs of a frog. It Is amphibious
and extremely quarrelsome Its custom
being to challenge to mortal combat any
traveler It may happen to meet. But. not
withstanding Its malignancy. It Is re-

markably polite.
This creature is known as the Kappa.

On encountering him, the prudent thing
to do Is to bow very low. He will then
be compelled, out of politeness, to re-

spond with an abesiance equally low--
, and

In doing so he Is lost- - For his strength
lies In a fluid which Is contained In a

depression on the top, of his
head. When he boas the liquid is
spilled, and he becomes at once so weak
that he can be dispatched without diffi-
culty.

Speaking of goblin cats, however, re-

calls the story- - (told by Man" F. Nlxon-Roule- t.

In her book of "Japanese Fairy
Tales") of the young Samurai. Waklkl.
who. wandering In pursuit of his fortune,
came upon a ruined temple In a forest-H- e

had lost his way. and, to escape an
oncoming storm, sought shelter In the
temple and went to sleep.

By and by he was aroused by blood-
curdling yells, and. looking out. beheld
a troop of monstrous cats dancing on
the cleared space In front of the temple.
As they capered about they sang in
chorus

"VThitr-- T it sotto Rhirreitaro
Hut the Phantom Ctts am nesr.
Lest he won appear lest he soon trrr."

Next morning Waklkl Journeying on
came to a hamlet In the midst of green
fields. He met a sweet young girl, who
took him to a near-b-y cottage, where .i
bowl of rice was placed before him. He
perceived, however, that the family was
In grief, and the damsel's eyes were red
with weeping. Her father explained to
him that the neighborhood was afflicted
by a demon which each year demanded
the fairest maiden In the village, on
pain of destroying all Its Inhabitants.
It was customary to put the maiden In
a cage, carry her to the ruined temple
In the forest at sunset, and leave her
there. On the following day the cage
would be found empty, with no trace of
the girl.

"Who Is Shippeltaro?" asked the young
Samurai.

The faiher replied that Shippeltaro was
the name of 'a beautiful dog owned by a
dalmyo In the neighborhood.

Borrowa the Dos;.
Telling the man to "keep his daughter

at home." Waklkl went to the dalmyo's
castle and begged the dog for one night,
promising to return him In the morning.
At evening he put the dog Into the cage.
which was carried to the temple by- -

bearers, who Immediately ran away. The
young soldier, however, hid In the tem-
ple, and soon afterward he saw the cats
approach, led by an enormous Tom. which
sprang upon the cage and tore It open
with one sweep of his paw. out leaped
Shippeltaro. seizing the great cat. Wa-
klkl rushed to the dog's aid with drawn
sword, and soon the demon cats were all
dead.

There was great rejoicing In the village
thereupon. As for the maiden, of course
she promptly dried her tears and married
the young, soldier.

In the castle or another daimyo there
was a young Sumural who loved a lady
fair the daurhter of a nobleman of les--... - i .....; !.. ser rana. duc nerseii suiwnor in oirinJrl"V ?- - . esrthsr. la a ardent, admirer of thet0 th ,!. 8ne 8Corned his addresses

President,' and, aa she Is .very nemalarja throsurhont the and sent back the letters he wrote her.
West, It is predicted that her.end wis wtll win many votes tor the "Press-- 1 so that finally ols adoration turned to

sit;
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Their Witches, and
Terrible Most-o-f Them Symbolize

Feminine Envy.
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Weird

Now, among all the dalmyo's treasures--,
the most highly valued was. a set of fast'
china plates. The young soldier smashed; ,
one purposely and accused the lady of j
breaking It. So, angry was the lord of
tbe castle-tha- t .the" girl In a 5
well. Thus she died, but-eve- r afterward"
her voice haunted the castle aBdcookt.
be heard mournfully countilur 'over and J
over again the number of plates. tIn the folk lore of the Japanese, that
Jelly fish was a very different creature
once upon a time from what he is to--,

day. He was a great lord who dwelt In
tbe palace of the Queen ef th Realm
Under the Sea somewhat of a coxcomb,
and very proud of bis beautiful she!.
But, as often has happened to courtiers. '
he became Involved In ap Intrigue, and
betrayed the trust of his liege lady. As
a punishment he was deprived of his
shell, snd ever since then he has been ''
the very type of defenseleasness and
helplessness the sport of wind and wave."

The Japanese Rip Van Winkle was ,
poor fisherman named Taro, who, while i
casting nets from his boat, was assailed '
by a monstrous cuttlefish. Unable to
free himself from the deadly embrace of c
the creature's tentacles, he prayed to
the ocean goddess for help. She came,
.riding on a huge sea turtle, and. having
driven away the cuttlefish, carried the ,
1; Sherman oft with her to her submarine
palace, where he spent seven days danc-
ing, feasting, and otherwise enjoying,
himself in tbe midst of all Imaginable
delights.

Other Stories,
Then he decided that It was time to go

home and see his family, who' would
be likely to think him drowned. So he
asked that he might do so. and. receiv-
ing permission, was conveyed by the sea
turtle back to his native village. Ev-
erything he found there was strange,
however. His hut was gone; none of the.
people knew him- - the village Itself wore
a different aspect. At length he came
across a ery aged fisherman who told
him that persons of his name had lived
there four centuries previously. Their
tombstones, overgrown with mosses and
lichens, were shown to him; and, as he
gazed upon them, his teeth fell out and
his limbs became stiff. All at once the
weight of 400 years cameevpon him and
re died.

Decidedly of a Hallowe'en character Is
a story told by Mrs. NIxon-RouI- et In the
little book already quoted. It tells of a
poor woodcutter and his wife, who dwelt
on the edge of a forest under the shadow
of the Honorable Mountain meaning Fu-
jiyama, of course. They were childless,
and the woman besought the mountain
for a baby. That night there appeared
on the mountain side a strange light,
which seemed to hover over and Anally
rest upon a branch of a tall bamboo

The woodcutter hastened to see what
It was ard found a moon child, tiny
and fragile, sitting on the bamboo
branch. She said:

"My name Is Princess Moonbeam, and
my mother is the moon lady."

The woodcutter took the little princess
to his wife, and she lived with them until
she grew up. The Emperor's son. meet- -
ing her by accident In the forest, fell
in love with her, and she loved him; but"
she told him that she could not marry
him because her life on the earth was
limited to twenty years. In vain her
princely lover besought the gods. When
the appointed day arrived her mother,
the moon ladv. caught her up in a sil-

ver moonbeam and carried her off.
All the way to the moon the little

princess wept silvery tears, which, as
they fell, took wings and Coated away,
looking for her beloved, who could see
her no more. But the silver-brig- tears
are seen to this day floating hither and
j on" about the vales and marshes of Nip-
pon Children chase them with happy
cries and say. "See the fireflies!"

Then their mothers relate to them the
legend and say: "Those are the tears
of the little moon princess, flitting to
seek her beloved."

And over all. calm and eternal, smiles
the Honorable Mountain.

RENB BACHE.

TEE GOOD OLD DAYS.

When Patriotism Was More Con-

sidered Than Prise Flchts.
Jasper, in Leplie'a.

It was the day after the national holi-

day, on the 5th of July. In the
I was going up In an elevator

In a large office building In New Tork.
Two young men entered, well dressed,
nice looking, and apparently well-to-d-

One remarked to the other, after the
customary morning greeting: "Well,
what do you think of Jack Johnson?"
There had been a prize fight. It appears,
on the Fouth. in which the negro pugil-

ist had vanquished the competitor.
This negro prize fight was the thought-uppermo-

In the minds of these young
men They were not interested In the
Glorious Fourth, in the Presidential cam-
paign. In the high cost ot living, or in
any of the great problems that perplex
and disturb mankind.

Undoubtedly If I had asked them the
question they would have said that be-

longed to the great army of discontented
and dissatisfied, who have thrust them-
selves to the front in this country, and"
who arc largely responsible for the un-
rest, unreason, and unbelief which are
jeopardizing American prosperity and
making us contemptible in the eyes ot
every other great commercial nation.

In the good old days, when I was a
boy, negro prize fights were not dis-
cussed In the family circle. There were
other things of great consequence to
the welfare of the family and of the
people. We believed In the Declaration
of Independence and In the sacredness
of the American Constitution. In those
days, when wages were low, the neces-
sities of life cheap, and everybody con-
tented, the nation was chiefly proud of
the fact that it was called "A God fear-
ing nation." Happy- - days! Let us get
rid of the muckraker demagogues, and

rs and bosus reformers that
have tormented us too long.

Old-ti- Drmnerts.
From tb Ohio State JournaL

In the good oI5 days, when life was
simple and sincere, when people were
happier than now and didn't make so
much money, when society was friend-
ship and home was love, there were two
stated and popular desserts at all
parties and particular dinner occasions,
and they were float and tarts.

That float! There was never anything
to compare with it before or since.
Those white, snowy islands floating on
a golden flood were a dream Just Im-

ported from elyslum. It was 'almost
profane to taste It, so like a vision of
eternal happiness It seemed. But we
did taste It. and the luxury of It skipped
past the palate and melted into the
mind, where It Inspired thoughts of the
loveliness of life.

And those tarts little, crisp, white
shells filled with Jelly and Jam or pre-
serves of some kind. My, what gems
of Joy they were! We remember par-
ticularly the Jellied tarts. They were
winsome little desserts, as simple and
modest as lilies of the valley, ariU
sometimes we thought they were related
they, were so modest and pure. Ob,
the sad day when they were supplanted
by Ices, meringues, crackers and rotten
cheese. No wonder pessimism sveads '
Itself so YaunUngly! ' T

' t?L '.- -- . - . -
t&k-- r Ot I

v T, V

s.rt-- .,. T .. j-- r .
4sV5LiX3!f5i . --vV. "Vii-- . ,

;
m

i


